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Where	the	American	continent	ends,	lies	the	perfect	dividing	line	that	separates	the	bur-

ning	heat	of	Latin	America	from	the	chilly	iciness	of	the	South	Pole.	A	place	that	goes	by	

the	name	of	Patagonia	and	that	even	after	centuries,	still	fascinates	everyone	who	has	

the	fortune	to	visit	it. tra
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   at the point where the atlantic and pacific oceans meet, and the border separates 
chile from argentina, there is a region where it is still possible to see a right Whale 
swimming in the open sea, to stand on the ice of the last glacial period or to live in an 
alpine village in spite of being thousands of miles from switzerland. We are not talking 
about a fantasy-land, but patagonia, an area covering 1.7 million square kilometres of 
tableland, lakes and mountains situated in southern argentina and chile.
 



 this area of the planet that, after much debate was divided on the map between 
argentina and chile, was then sub-divided into different provinces. on the argentine 
side are the provinces of neuquén, río negro, chubut, santa cruz and tierra de 
Fuego, whilst on the chilean side is the 12th region of magallanes and the chilean 
antarctic, the 11th region of aisen del general carlos ibáñez del campo y palena.

 however, beyond the borders that have been artificially imposed by the white man, 
the fact is that patagonia is a land of contrasts, in which the high mountain ranges 
of the andes merge with the depressions whose lowest point is below ocean level, 
for example in the Bajo de san Julián. But the best way to get to know patagonia 
is to lose yourself there and enjoy as much of the territory as possible, although in 
this article we will only propose some of the more interesting spots, to whet your 
appetite.

 From south to north, the first stop must be made in ushuaia, the capital of the province 
of tierra de Fuego. this region, whose landscape is composed of glaciers, ice shelves 
and constant mist, was given this name when the first explorers spotted from their ships 
the fires of the yamanes indians who had been living in the area for six thousand years. 
the scientist charles darwin was on one of the first expeditions that moored off the coast 
of tierra de Fuego, in the Beagle, a ship that would later lend its name to the channel 
where today you can still see the sea-lions and magellanic penguins.

 nevertheless, the fact of being the last city on earth not only served to protect 
certain species, but turned this capital into the ideal place to lock away the most 
dangerous criminals in argentina. For this purpose, the Fin del mundo prison was 
built, which is no longer operative, and can now be visited. not only the prison itself 
is of interest to the visitor, but also the train ride that that the prisoners made every 
day to go to the forest to cut wood has become profitable and nowadays is being 
marketed as the ride on the tren del Fin del mundo (the train at the end of the World) 
that takes you to see the native huts and the macarena waterfalls.
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 prisons and explorers aside, ushuaia is also the capital of cross-country skiing. not in vain that from may to 
october, the city is dressed in white, although the season does not officially begin until the 20th June, which is when 
the national festival of “the longest night” is celebrated.

 leaving tierra de Fuego, and continuing towards the north, you come to the province of santa cruz where a visit 
to the perito moreno glacier and the Fitz roy mountain range is a must. the glacier is found in the los glaciares 
national park, dating back 2 million years and has been granted World heritage status by the unesco. the 2,600 
square kilometres that go to make up this reserve are ice fields from which 47 major glaciers descend, amongst which 
the perito moreno is the most impressive, with a front of five kilometres and a height of. 60 metres, it is the only one 
that enables you to see the break in the immense blocks of ice. as for the Fitz roy mountain range, the height of 
3,375 metres provides a real challenge for any climber hoping to reach the summit of this phenomenon of nature that 
takes its current name from the captain of the expedition in which darwin travelled, although its original name, which 
was given by the first inhabitants of the region, was chaltén, 
meaning “blue”, referring to the colour usually associated 
with this massif that is held to be sacred by the natives as 
they consider it to be first point of contact between their 
god, elal, and patagonia.

 continuing the journey towards the north of the region, 
the next province to visit is chubut, where you will find puerto 
madryn, internationally known for a wide variety of holiday 
activities along its 30 km of coastline, including, amongst 
other sports, wildlife-spotting trips and paleontological 
safaris, sailing, catamaran trips and trekking.

 also, just one hour away, is the Valdes peninsula, 
considered to be one of the best wildlife sanctuaries in the 
world and where, between June and december, you can 
see right Whales, south american sea lions, killer whales, 
southern elephant seals and dolphins. and if all of this is 
not enough, another of the greatest attractions of the area is 
the island of Birds, situated in the gulf of san José, where, 
apart from the large colonies of penguins, it is also possible 
to observe other species such as cormorants.

 Finally in the southernmost area of patagonia is the 
province of río negro, home of the nahuel huapi national 
park in which the town of san carlos de Bariloche is located. 
this is one of the most visited parts of the region, so much 
so that it is calculated that it receives over half a million 
visitors per year, drawn by the wide variety of attractions, 
the fascination of mounts catedral, tronador, otto and campanario, the lake crossing between argentina and chile, 
the casino, the tango and folklore shows and the delicious chocolates that reveal the swiss origin of the first settlers of 
this town.

 all of this, and much, much more, is patagonia, about which pages and pages could be written to describe Villa 
angostura, el Bolsón, san martín de los andes, esquel or southern chile. But for now, and until the opportunity arises, 
these few lines will serve to make the journey, even if only in your imagination, to the end of the earth.
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